
Dear LGBC Members 
 
Together we can turn 2017 into a Good Year for the Green Belt!  
 
Below are some ‘good news’ and ‘bad news’ stories about the Green Belt all from 
the first three weeks of 2017. Before I go into details, here’s some positive action 
LGBC members can take to turn 2017 into a Good News Year for the Green Belt. 
 
What can you do to protect the Green Belt? 
 
1. Make a donation via Mydonate to ensure the continuation of the LGBC Green Belt Partnership 
Project and encourage individual members of your organisations to do the same. We’ve raised £6080 
already but we still have some way to go until we meet our target of £25,000. 
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/savelondongreenbelt/350730 
 
2. Sign the 38 degrees Petition to Protect English Green Belts initiated by LGBC 
Member, Theydon Bois Action Group. Over 2000 people have signed it already - 
let’s see how quickly we can reach 5000… 
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/to-protect-english-green-belts 
 
3. Renew your LGBC membership as soon as you can and encourage other local 
organisations such as Residents’ Associations, Preservation Societies, Parish 
Councils, Civic Societies etc to join too. Stan Jones, LGBC Treasurer, has been in 
touch with about half our current members so far and will be contacting the 
remainder in the next week or so. 
 
Why is this so important? 
 
First of all, the bad news from the first weeks of 2017 

• Government proposals to build new Garden Towns on Green Belt in Dunton 
(Essex), Gilston and Harlow (Essex and Hertfordshire) and Longcross 
(Surrey) 

• Further reports about threats to the Green Belt from proposals to build 
360,000 homes on England’s Green Belts 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jan/15/homes-planned-for-green-belt-
have-risen-to-360000-in-england?CMP=share_btn_link 

• The Jockey Club and Redrow Homes' plans to build 3000 homes on Kempton 
Racecourse on the Green Belt in Surrey 

• Plans for the expansion of Hasmonean School onto 21 acres of open Green 
Belt Land in Mill Hill, London Borough of Barnet. 

• Further pressure from Government on to build, build, build. The Housing 
White Paper is imminent and in his December statement on funding for local 
authorities in 2017, Sajid Javid intimated that Local Authorities will be 
expected to build more and will be penalised if they don’t: “From 2018 to 2019 
we will consider withholding New Homes Bonus payments from local 
authorities that are not planning effectively, by making positive decisions on 
planning applications and delivering housing growth… To encourage more 



effective local planning we will also consider withholding payments for homes 
that are built following an appeal.” 

But there has been good news so far this year too 

• LGBC member, Save Cuffley and Northaw Green Belt (SCANGB), has won 
an important battle in its campaign to stop the developer, Metropolis, from 
building a garden suburb of 600 homes on the Green Belt in Cuffley and 
Northaw, Welwyn Hatfield BC, Hertfordshire. 1000 objections to the 
development from locals led the council to unanimously vote to uphold the 
recommendation from Planners to reject the application 

• Campaigners in Elmbridge, Surrey, won a High Court ruling that Elmbridge 
Borough Council’s scheme to develop a ‘sports hub’ on 14Ha of Green Belt 
landby the Thames in Walton, was unlawful. 

 
It’s both the ‘good news’ stories and the ‘bad news’ stories which demonstrate why 
we must work together in 2017 to protect the Green Belt.  
 
Please do: 
 

1. Sign the Petition to Protect English Green Belts 
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/to-protect-english-green-belts 

 
 
2. Make a donation to our Mydonate appeal 

 https://mydonate.bt.com/events/savelondongreenbelt/350730 
 
3. Renew your LGBC membership. 
 
Keep in touch 
 
Catherine 
 
Catherine Maguire 
LGBC/CPRE London Branch Campaigner 
 
Usual working days: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
 


